at long white road. Now and then a sheep wandered off the heather to stare at me. A heron flopped down to a pool in the
loured gorse blossoms an' th' blossoms o' th' broom, an' th' heather flowerin', all purple bells, an' hundreds o' buttercups
and miles and miles of wild land that nothing grows on but heather and gorse and broom, and nothing lives on but the wild
with real ale, Christmas cake and pudding, chocolate mints, heather honey, shortbread, wildflower seeds and a Chatsworth
rom a viewing gallery visitors can see craftworkers making heather buttonholes, keyrings, bottle openers and pictures of the
coming to stay in Scotland and squelching tﬁr ugh the wet heather in drifting chiffon skirts and shawls. I realised then that
stream was a slender trickle. There was nothing but shert heather, and bare hill bent, and the white highway. Then as the
ink we all went home that night not wanting to see an oth ':lieather for a long time but next morning after the judging had
of a garden bonfire in that combination of peat-smo &‘“ d | heather-honey. The palate is cleanly sweet, with a succulent and
cotland. Whisky is as much a Scottish tradition as reels and _,;..‘ p her. Many other nations have tried to reproduce the ‘water of
pes of heathers and also the important and very useful part t itk er 78S ayed in Scottish history. new centre is not very

and got inside an ancient suit of what I believe is calj her mixture. ° -J ¢ map gave me Some anon of my whereab
ke to try and solve Paul Scotland's problem with cats in‘h ers, t *ﬁln 'fl bject has obviously struek "chord with many of
and in about June, they mate, then secrete themselves in ﬂwﬁ »Jq er ti  and tuin the plants. The o"f“ ; medy that I have found
he same effect in half the time, chose Warm ﬁ .1-- Vild Heat g *5 n the Crown Advance range of one-coat matt and si
ly sweet, with a succulent, medium- we1ghﬁ, y. ] '-'. i ) ;et rns in a smooth, lingering

ishingly pretty, llke a warmer Wales, with \ﬁ i .f { ma esque churches adding g

my heathers b g ovel arge heathers ca g them to be ‘- ' I have tried stinging

mperate house, where there is a coll “F" v',;‘ mé flwhlch sh "' _ I; On then to the next

vely in spring anc'l summer when the and heathe) hu flower. It'sme m‘ 'res such a feeling
see. But the big breaths 0 ;ﬁﬁﬂh < vn over the heathes fi‘lll d her lungss _L* ich was good for the

earns to enjoy playing in my s
s heathers to such an exte tt » t'they are not now worth seeing
ce "heath qﬁ&‘gor the moor come pouring in at the
r calendar when, with the Bee Associ _,;‘_'-.» ged eHeather & Honey ‘Srlzﬁ at the Gateshead Garden Festival for
ugle, ling and heather, carline and spear thistle, foxglove, rushes on the edges
ing a rhododendron garden supplemented with conifers and heathers for added boredom. I thoroughly agree with the late Mr
blended peat and perlite I have rooted many thousands of heather cuttings. However I now use sphagnum peat exclusively
of half those biscuits, and by worming myself deep into the heather got some kind of warmth. My spirits had risen, and I
ful. They also last for months. But, along with shimmering heathers, mop-headed begonias and zinnias, you'll also find that
ne else, we too have had a very mild winter again and the heathers just revelled in it. Masses of large spikes and violet-colou
a shelf of the hillside, in the lee of a boulder where the heather grew long and soft. It was a cold business, for I had

solution is to put stones, as bigas: ""*

ety "-‘a-"i"__i,‘ii“ nqw heathers. I also see thjat my
tells me that several very d ﬂ ol



